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INTRODUCTION 

This study guide has been uniquely designed to facilitate further growth in 
knowledge, study and responsible action in light of the “Knowledge for Life” 
conference with Dallas Willard at the Vineyard Anaheim church on April 17, 2010. 

In this guide you will benefit from 
 A succinct summary of each session.
 A helpful outline of the content from each session.
 Discussion questions intended to enhance an understanding of each session.
 Specific intentional exercises to apply the content for individuals, small

groups, pastors, and for service in the neighborhood in light of the vision-
casting by each session.

 Helpful reading tips for where to expand your learning of what Dallas has
written on the topics of each session.

 Recommended supplemental sources to further strengthen your knowledge
of what Dallas has said and written; intended for “beginner” (high school),
“intermediate” (college), and “advanced” (graduate) levels of readers.
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The “intentional practice” exercises are meant to help individuals, or individuals in a 
group, to internalize the material and experience it in thought and action for their 
daily lives. 

 Individual: To help foster intentional attention for how an individual life is
formed.

 Small group: To guide people in their practice or discussion of knowledge in a
group.

 Pastor: To encourage Christian leaders who are spokespersons for Christ to
think and act deeply about Christian knowledge within their leadership and
communities.

 Neighbor: To aid both individuals and their groups to act on knowledge in
their neighborhoods.
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SESSION #1: Knowledge and Biblical Faith and Spirituality 

SUMMARY 

This session shows how knowledge, especially moral and spiritual knowledge, is 
indispensable, practical, and intended to ground the beliefs, thoughts and practices 
of disciples of Jesus in what is real. Faith and knowledge are not opposed to each 
other; they are interactively related. Without knowledge, faith is destabilized. Yet, 
biblical faith or belief extends beyond knowledge. For faith is readiness to act as 
though something is real. Moreover, knowledge offers a basis for commitment and 
profession. For knowledge alone authorizes responsibility to act, to direct action, to 
formulate and supervise policy, and to teach. 

OUTLINE 

I. Over the last one-hundred years in Western culture, the teachings of Jesus
have been removed from the category of knowledge of reality and placed in
the category of private, individual “faith.”

(1) This is strategy intends to remove Christian belief from the realm of
serious consideration; knowledge.

(2) Consequently, secularism has filled the knowledge void.
(3) Yet, Christianity provides a body of knowledge of reality, and faith

based on knowledge. But what we have today is an emphasis on faith
without knowledge (a “leap of faith”).

II. Phil 3:8-10: obtaining the life of the resurrection of Jesus now.
(1) It’s not merely “head knowledge.” “Head knowledge” is good if it

involves interactive relationship.
(2) We are involved now in the reality of the life of Jesus; we have

interactive knowledge of that reality.

III. Faith and knowledge interact.
(1) When you act on faith, you get more knowledge and that provides

more faith. Knowledge supports faith.
(2) The biblical picture is one of knowledge of Christ, of God, of the power

of the word, and faith based on that.

IV. Knowledge now is imperfect (1 Cor. 13), but one day we will know as we are
known by God.

(1) One day, knowledge of the glory of God will cover the earth (Is. 11).
The “glory” is already here. But people don’t see it. But we bring
knowledge of that to people (witness).
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(2) Jesus said, “If you continue in my word, then you will be my student,
and you will know the truth and the truth will set you free.” Scripture
brings knowledge about reality.

V. Without knowledge, faith is destabilized.
(1) Without knowledge, faith turns into an act of will, which will not

suffice for life.
(2) We are not meant to operate that way.

VI. Christian spiritual formation is the progressive firmness with which God
possesses your life

(1) A process that occurs in the position of a disciple or apprentice.
(2) All the dimensions of your life change.
(3) Our bodies in a fallen world are at the mercies of feelings and things

that surround us. But we learn to turn it over, by grace and discipline,
to God in order to see all things under God.

VII. You have to have knowledge of a great God that is settled into your bones.
(1) You have an interactive relationship with God and follow him in such

a way that your life is filled with the action of God. That’s grace!
(2) Grace is God acting in our lives to accomplish what we can’t

accomplish on our own.
(3) Grace doesn’t make you passive, it makes you active based on the

knowledge you have, which leads to greater efforts in faith, which
leads to greater interaction with grace and more knowledge! (2 Pet.
3:18).

(4) Paul says, “Be filled with the Spirit” – allow every dimension of your
life to be filled with the action of God’s Spirit. The experiences are not
the fillings. The filling is the presence of God in every dimension of
life.

VIII. Faith/belief is not contrasted with or opposed to knowledge. That’s the
case biblically, and that’s the case for life. Faith leads to knowledge and
knowledge leads to life.

(1) Faith is opposed to sight. (2 Cor. 5:7; Heb 11:1-3).
(2) We live in two “landscapes”: “mind of the Spirit” (looks to the invisible

world) vs. the “mind of the flesh” (looks to the visible world; what we
can accomplish on our own; Romans 8). How do we look at the
“invisible”? With the powers of mind, indeed, a renewed mind (1 Cor.
2:11).

(3) “Flesh” is natural ability socially organized; whatever you can do
without God. Flesh is not bad, unless you start to trust it as ultimate.
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IX. Spiritual knowledge is simply knowledge of the spiritual world.
(1) Spiritual knowledge of God means that I know that I am not running

the world. It is to have the “mind of the Spirit.”
(2) Part of the spiritual knowledge we have is that our life is “hid in God”

(Colossians 3).
(3) You are an unceasing spiritual being with an eternal destiny in God’s

great universe.

X. Biblical faith or belief extends beyond knowledge.
(1) Knowledge allows you a place to stand. Your faith is environed in

knowledge.
(2) Think of Abraham. We venture forward with God, who we know is

with us.

XI. What knowledge is.
(1) You know something when you are able to represent (treat, deal with

it) as it is on an appropriate basis of thought and experience, including
reliable communications (authority).

(2) It always involves truth because it represents reality as it is.
Knowledge is a very common, day-to-day presence.

XII. Important distinctions between belief/faith, commitment, and profession
(1) Belief/faith: If you believe something, you are prepared to act, in

appropriate circumstances, as though it is real (true). You cannot
choose to believe. It is important to know the things that are believed.
If you have knowledge, faith is a virtue. If you don’t have knowledge,
faith is not a virtue.

(2) Commitment: A decision to act in a certain way as if something is real,
even if you don’t believe it. Of course you may also believe it, or even
know it. Commitment should be based on faith that is based on
knowledge.

(3) Profession: When you say you believe (perhaps are committed to)
something whether or not you are. Of course, you can
know/believe/be committed to what you know.

XIII. John 17:3: Eternal life is directly defined as knowledge of God; it’s not
defined as faith or commitment or profession.

(1) That makes sense if knowledge is interactive relationship.
(2) That’s also grace; God acting in our life.
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XIV. Knowledge alone conveys responsibility to act, direct action, to formulate
and supervise policy, and to teach. It has authority.

(1) Who gets to make policy today in our world? That’s a question of
knowledge and of authority. If it is about power, it will only be so in
the sense of force.

(2) The world that God created with humanity in it is only made to run
well under His direction. He has chosen to direct that through people.
But not through people who only have political power. But through
people who have authority that only comes from knowledge.

(3) Our world, not necessarily every individual, is desperate to know
what to do. We have spiritual knowledge, knowledge of the non-
physical world, knowledge of human being. Spirit is non-bodily,
personal power.

XV. Below is the basic line of reasoning about how the physical comes from
something else; but it can be denied.

(1) Denial is a fundamental human trait.
(2) God and knowledge will not jump down someone’s throat.
(3) Knowledge and God, essentially, have to be sought; you have to want

it.

All that is physical, even the current state of the entire physical realm, 
comes from something prior to it (Heb. 1:8-12). 

Any causal sequence that has a final member, must have a first member. 
The final member completes the sequence. But a decision is what initiates 
sequences. And decisions are made by persons, not things, because they 
involve deliberations, and thoughts about alternatives. 

So: what produced that first member cannot be physical, but must be 
non-physical – in that minimal sense it is “spiritual.” 

Session #1 continues with the media from Session #2 

XVI. Discipleship does not exist for the church; it exists for the world that God so
loves.

(1) Discipleship is where real life happens; the church is for discipleship
and discipleship is for the sake of the world.

(2) When we gather with other disciples, we are learning to be God’s
person in the world, our world, as disciples of Jesus; learning to “do”
our life in the manner that Jesus lived His life.

XVII. Ps. 19 is a good example of the progression of knowledge of God
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XVIII. “Signs and wonder” won’t do a lot for you about knowledge of God if
independent from knowledge of the created order and from knowledge of
the Bible.
(1) Jesus performed signs and wonder to help people.
(2) Every gathering of disciples should expect the hand of God to break

out in their midst as a witness to the natural presence of the Kingdom.
(3) In faith, people step out in love to help people in ways that are

supernatural; that’s Spirit, that’s not flesh.
(4) The church is meant to be a miraculous place; that’s not the Gospel,

but it is good news. We should expect the presence of God in our
midst in order to help us have knowledge of God.

XIX. In conclusion, without knowledge of God, human life goes unhinged (see
Paul’s depiction in Romans 1).

(1) But with this knowledge, all the other aspects of spiritual life, and of
human life, open up to human experience and, largely, to knowledge:
Such aspects as fellowship with God, new life from ‘above,’ direction
by the Spirit, prayer, resurrection, revelation, and miracles.

(2) Every person who professes to follow Christ should know that God
exists, and can know it.

Discussion Questions 
1. What is knowledge?

a. How does Dallas’ sense of knowledge compare to what you might
have thought of knowledge?

b. How do you think knowledge is more than mere information?
c. What do you notice about the role of thought and experience in Dallas’

sense of knowledge?
2. What is faith or belief?

a. Do you see how faith or belief is inevitably related to action? Why is
that important?

b. How and why do faith or belief and knowledge interact with each
other?

c. How is knowledge related to growing in confidence and courage, but
not certainty per se?

3. How has secularism viewed faith in relationship to knowledge?
4. How and why is faith or belief destabilized if it does not have knowledge?
5. How and why is faith or belief opposed to sight?
6. What is spiritual knowledge?
7. What is spiritual formation, and how and why is it interrelated to spiritual

knowledge?
8. How are the “mind of the Spirit” and the “mind of the flesh” the two

landscapes in which we live? (Romans 8).
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9. How and why is faith or belief different from commitment and profession?
10. What do we learn about spiritual knowledge from Philippians 3:8-10, 2 Peter

3:18, and John 17:3?
11. How can we know that God exists?
12. How and why is discipleship not for the sake of the church?
13. How and why is the church meant to be a miraculous place?

Intentional Practice 
Individual 
 On receiving knowledge as a gift to steward. What would you like to

receive about the knowledge of God from these series of sessions with
Dallas Willard? To be in a posture of receiving knowledge is a
willingness to recognize knowledge as a gift to be given. It is received
when sought, especially with gratitude. Prayerfully consider the
following approach to these five sessions:

o Ask God what it is that He would like for you to learn as a
result of thinking about knowledge for your life?

o Are there areas of your life that you are willing to open up to
God in order to receive a greater role of knowledge?

o Are you aware of any mistaken views that you have adopted
about what knowledge is, or how it integrates your life with
reality? Are you willing to surface them as candidates for
change under the direction of the Spirit? Try to identify what
you think are the mistaken views and assess them on their own
merit and how they have affected your life.

o What would it mean for you to hold knowledge, specifically
moral and spiritual knowledge, as a stewardship when
receiving it and when extending it to others?

 On paying attention to the example of Dallas’ action, demeanor, and
character. Clearly, Dallas is a seasoned, well-lived person in the grace
and knowledge of God. As you consider the presentation of his talks,
what do you notice in the following areas that would be a good
example to you of the good of stewarding knowledge and wisdom to
others?

o Do you notice the tone and rhythm of his talk? What comes to
mind when you pay attention to it? How is he unhurried,
thoughtful, simple yet not simplistic?

o Do you see how “common-sensical” is his thoughts, yet graced
with a wisdom and insight beyond the ordinary?

o Is he believable or credible? What tips you off to the fact that
Dallas actually lives what he says?

o Do you see how he defines or even re-defines important terms
by paying attention to the nature of what is being defined?
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o How does Dallas answer questions? What do you notice about
his approach and his winsomeness?

o When you repeatedly hear what Dallas says or read what he
writes, do you gain a greater appreciation of what he has
communicated than what you received on a first listen or read?
If so, what might that suggest to you about the quality of this
thought and perspective?

 On appreciating the practical presence of knowledge. Pay attention to
Dallas’ sense of knowledge from the advantage point of your ordinary
life. Reflect on the following considerations:

o As you pay attention to the ordinary routines of your day or
week, consider how you rely on the good of knowledge for
responsible action. Perhaps you are a parent, an employee, a
student. Wherever you are, and whatever you spend most of
your time doing, consider how that is related to knowledge. Do
you see how pervasive knowledge really is? Could you do what
you do without knowledge?

o Now, consider aspects of your life that do not rely on
knowledge, perhaps somewhere in your habits or routine
decisions that you make? Consider what is it that really tends
to ground those actions? Mere desire or feelings? Mere beliefs
without knowledge? Raw commitment or profession? Ask God
to show you by His Spirit where there are aspects of your life
that need to be rooted in knowledge of what is real.

o Are there beliefs that you hold, including beliefs about ultimate
concerns (e.g., about God, who you are, purpose of life, etc),
that are not grounded in knowledge of what is real? Discover
what is grounding them, including how and why. Consider
what would happen if those beliefs were squared with
knowledge? Would the beliefs be corrected in any way? Would
you still hold the same beliefs? Hold the beliefs differently?

Small Group 
 On assessing what we believe. The spiritual discipline of Christian

apologetics can help people understand why they believe what they
believe, and whether such beliefs are founded in knowledge of reality.
Here’s a simple, small group exercise to try.

o Choose a single, major statement of belief for the group to
consider. Such as, “I believe that God exists.” Or, “I believe that
Jesus Christ bodily rose from the dead.” Or, perhaps, pick a
topic that is being studied in any given week or whenever you
regularly meet as a group, and surface a core belief about the
topic.
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o Now, as a group, consider whether what is believed is in fact a
belief that people hold or just a mere profession or a deep
commitment that people have (If necessary, review the
differences between beliefs, commitment and profession). If
what is believed is really no more than mere commitment or
profession, consider how and why that is the case?

o If something is genuinely believed, is it grounded in
knowledge? If not, why not? If so, how might it be strengthened
by further growth in knowledge? What sort of reasons or
evidences might further strengthen confidence in what is
believed?

o Practice taking stock of beliefs in this way. Consider how your
action to do well under knowledge of what is good can be
strengthened.

Pastors 
 On how growth in moral and spiritual knowledge can be identity-

forming. At the very least, pastors (self-identified spokespersons for
Jesus and His Kingdom) help to form the identity and way of life of
those that they lead. Knowledge is formational. Christian moral and
spiritual knowledge is transformational. As leaders of Jesus’ disciples,
under the counsel and direction of the Spirit, consider asking yourself
the following questions in order to strengthen your ministry to
people:

o Do I view my authority to lead as rooted in knowledge of what
is real? If not, how do I view my authority to influence others?
Grounded in my mere desires? My sheer commitment? My will
to exercise power over others?

o How do I generally talk about “knowledge” and “belief”? Do I
teach, talk and lead as though knowledge and belief are
interrelated or divorced from each other? How do those that
follow me perceive this about me?

o How can I show people how growth in moral and spiritual
knowledge can be accessible from the advantage point of their
ordinary, lived life? How can I help people see that knowledge
is interactive relationship with reality? How can I teach them
to know and learn that?

o How do I view, use and speak of the authority of scripture in
my church? Is it an indispensible source of knowledge about
reality? Do I believe that? Or, is it merely a necessary religious
source of our community’s doctrinal beliefs and our communal
codes of conduct? If people do not experience scripture as
knowledge, why should they be compelled to believe that it has
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authority over their ordinarily lived life? If they do not 
experience scripture as knowledge and wisdom for life, what 
do they experience it as? 

o How might the various ministries, programs or groups in my
local church come to grow in even greater ways to ground their
vision, intention and means for training others in knowledge of
reality?

o How can the various teaching/equipping ministries of my
church be organizationally integrated so that wherever or
whenever people learn in our community, they can learn about
how to grow in Christian moral and spiritual knowledge of
reality (for example, regardless if someone is in a “spiritual
formation group,” a theology group, or in a class about how to
parent their kids)?

o How is discipleship viewed, believed, and practiced in our
church? Is it discipleship for the sake of our church, keeping
people busy with programs at our church, for example? Or, is
our church for the sake of making disciples to bless the world
that God so loves?

o How do I view who is a pastor and who is worth “raising-up” as
a pastor? Do I simply view pastors as those people who are
called to be “in the local church” and thereby do church
activities? Should pastors be cultivated merely to plant
churches and lead other people in a local church? Do I have an
adequately magnified or enlarged view of who pastors are and
what they are to be about? Do I believe that pastors are, as
Dallas says in Knowing Christ Today, “teachers of the nations”?

o Is the environment in my church, whether among members or
leaders, conducive to being a life-long learner? How can this
ethos be further encouraged and integrated throughout the life
and ministries of the church and her leaders?

Neighbor 
 On helping others come to believe what is real. Pay attention to those

that are in close, relational proximity to you, whether relatives,
friends, acquaintances, your “next door neighbor,” or co-workers. Ask
the Holy Spirit to direct you to think about someone close to you who
is in need of learning how to grow in belief of what is real. It doesn’t
have to be about some seemingly “religious” belief (e.g., whether I
believe that going to church is good for me), or it could. Once someone
comes to mind, consider how to be particularly near to them, whether
in word or deed. For the next four weeks, in appropriate ways and
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with an encouraging demeanor,  be present to someone with this 
intention: 

o Gently yet decisively try to discover what they really care
about as it concerns their life and its well-being, or their beliefs
about God, or their beliefs about themselves, or about reality,
or about what is good or how to be a good person, etc. Try to
focus on one area with the person in relationship to other
relevant areas of belief.

o As you listen and learn during different occasions, ask the Holy
Spirit to give you discernment about their beliefs, how they
hold them, whether the beliefs are in fact beliefs or mere
professions or commitments? What do you learn about their
desires in relationship to their beliefs? The simple goal here is
to listen, learn, observe and gently direct in appropriate ways
with the guidance of the Holy Spirit. The goal is not to analyze
them or to reduce them to their beliefs.

o Next, if you discern that you have something to offer your
neighbor that would help strengthen their beliefs in knowledge
of what is real, prayerfully consider that matter before God.

o Discern an appropriate occasion to ask, “Would you like to
know how to grow in your belief about [the area under
consideration].” Respect their answer either way. Give them
time. Don’t rush them or abandon them. Stay with them for
however long it takes.

o For however long, find creative, helpful, and opportune ways to
give them knowledge to act on in order that their beliefs might
be strengthened, clarified, or even corrected.

Dig Deeper into Dallas’ Writings 
 Dallas on Christianity as a Knowledge Tradition

o See Dallas’ indispensable Chapter 1 (“Can Faith Ever Be Knowledge?”)
and Chapter 2 (“Exactly How We Perish for Lack of Knowledge”) from
Knowing Christ Today (Harper, 2009).

 Dallas on Discipleship and Spiritual Formation
o To understand the broad project of Dallas on Christian spiritual

formation, see his books The Divine Conspiracy (Harper, 1998) and
then Renovation of the Heart (NavPress, 2002). For helpful snapshots
of these projects, see his 2009 talk “Spiritual Formation as a Natural
Part of Salvation” (http://bit.ly/cJJMTW) and his 2006 chapter
“Spiritual Formation in Christ: A Perspective on What it is and How it
Might be Done” (http://bit.ly/dBQXKu). A snapshot of how knowledge
is relevant to Christian spirituality can be enjoyed by consulting
Chapter 6 (“Knowledge of Christ in the Spiritual Life”).

http://bit.ly/cJJMTW
http://bit.ly/dBQXKu
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o To appreciate the spiritual formation for the individual, see Dallas’
2002 chapter, “Personal Soul Care” (http://bit.ly/bZoe2j), which helps
to surface in a microcosm several important features and insights
about how souls can flourish under proper discipleship to God and His
kingdom.

o To appreciate a more detailed discussion of the role and value of
disciplines in the spiritual life, see Dallas’ book, The Spirit of the
Disciplines (Harper, 1988); for a snapshot of the discussion, see Dallas’
1998 article, “Spiritual Disciplines, Spiritual Formation and the
Restoration of the Soul” (http://bit.ly/9F2e84). Cross-reference this
article with his helpful 2008 article on “Spiritual Formation and the
Warfare Between the Flesh and the Human Spirit”
(http://bit.ly/aFfupw).

o To understand how “discipleship” typically figures in evangelicalism
and how Dallas offers a corrective, see his 2009 article, “Discipleship,”
which appeared in the Oxford Handbook of Evangelical Theology
(http://bit.ly/dfKgPM)

 Dallas on moral knowledge
o First, see Dallas’ Chapter 3 (“How Moral Knowledge Disappeared”)

from Knowing Christ Today (Harper, 2009) and then see Dallas’ 2009
article, “Beyond Moral Bewilderment” at the Trinity Forum
(http://bit.ly/dA32w1); Cross-reference it in light of Dallas’ 2004
address, “Moral Rights, Moral Responsibility and the Contemporary
Failure of Moral Knowledge” (http://bit.ly/9XPo8k).

 Dallas on God’s Existence.
o See Chapter Four (“Can We Know that God Exists?”) from Knowing

Christ Today (Harper, 2009). For at least intermediate readers, see
Dallas’ essay, “Language, Being, God, and the Three Stages of Theistic
Evidence” (http://bit.ly/cLhOms).

 Dallas on “Practicing the Presence of God”
o See his indispensable book, Hearing God: Developing a Conversational

Relationship with God (InterVarsity Press, 1999). Cross-reference also
with Chapter Five (“The Miraculous, and Christ’s Presence in our
World”) from Knowing Christ Today (Harper, 2009).

Supplemental Resources 
Beginner 
 Basic growth in knowledge of Christianity’s reasonableness

o Study the helpful and insightful “apologetics training manual”
by William Lane Craig, titled, On Guard: Defending Your Faith
with Reason and Precision (David C. Cook, 2010). See also
www.reasonablefaith.org. Cross-reference with J.P. Moreland’s
The God Question: An Invitation to a Life of Meaning (Harvest

http://bit.ly/bZoe2j
http://bit.ly/9F2e84
http://bit.ly/aFfupw
http://bit.ly/dfKgPM
http://bit.ly/dA32w1
http://bit.ly/9XPo8k
http://bit.ly/cLhOms
http://www.reasonablefaith.org/
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House, 2009), Norman Geisler and Patrick Zukeran’s The 
Apologetics of Jesus: A Caring Approach to Dealing with 
Doubters (Baker Books, 2009) and Joe Carter’s How to Argue 
Like Jesus: Learning Persuasion from History’s Greatest 
Communicator (Crossway Books, 2009). 

 On growth in the supernatural reality of the Kingdom of God
o See J.P. Moreland’s Kingdom Triangle: Recover the Christian

Mind, Renovate the Soul, Restore the Spirit’s Power (Zondervan,
2007), especially the third part. Cross-reference with Gary
Best’s Naturally Supernatural (Vineyard International
Publishing, 2007).

Intermediate 
 How belief is shaped and empowered by knowledge

o Consult J.P. Moreland and Klaus Issler’s, In Search of a
Confident Faith: Overcoming Barriers to Trusting in God
(Intervarsity Press, 2008). Their fine book can also be read in
view of the developments from Moreland’s Kingdom Triangle
(Zondervan 2010). See also www.klausissler.com and
www.jpmoreland.com (summer 2010).

 History of Western Christian Thought
o See the resourceful 3 volumes from Intervarsity Academic

Press, Christianity & Western Thought by Colin Brown, Alan
Padget, and Steve Wilkens; a helpful survey how Christian
knowledge intersected with other knowledge traditions and
their influencers. See also Julie Reuben’s The Making of the
Modern University: Intellectual Transformation and the
Marginalization of Morality (University of Chicago Press, 1996)
for how moral knowledge disappeared.

Advanced 
 Scholarly Discussions on Philosophy of Religion

o William Lane Craig’s Reasonable Faith (Crossway Books, 2008),
along with his co-edited volume (with J.P. Moreland), The
Blackwell Companion to Natural Theology (Wiley-Blackwell,
2009), and Thomas Flint and Michael Rea’s Oxford Handbook of
Philosophical Theology (Oxford, 2009) offer some of the best
representations of high-profiled contemporary Christian
philosophy. More can be enjoyed from the Evangelical
Philosophical Society (www.epsociety) and their journal,
Philosophia Christi, and the Society of Christian Philosophers
and their journal, Faith and Philosophy
(http://www.societyofchristianphilosophers.com/).

http://www.klausissler.com/
http://www.jpmoreland.com/
http://www.epsociety/
http://www.societyofchristianphilosophers.com/
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SESSION #2: HOW AND WHY CHRISTIAN SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE 
IS ASSAULTED BY SECULARISM – PARTICULARLY  

BY ITS “SYSTEM” OF EDUCATION 

SUMMARY 

This session shows that secularism fails to answer the major questions of life, and it 
seeks to assault Christian public witness by attempting to redefine knowledge as 
secular and by moving Christian faith and practice out of the domain of knowledge. 
But knowledge of God undermines all human pretensions of independence and 
competence; it upsets the “world’s system,” which is designed to work from the 
natural powers, socially and historically organized. Yet, to be “in the world, but not 
of it” means (among other things) that we have joyful, peaceful, firm, non-
cooperation with evil. For knowledge of God empowers us to stand confidently and 
calmly. 

OUTLINE 

I. The primary form of secularism’s assault is its rejecting of Christian
teachings from the domain of knowledge, and redefining knowledge so that it
must be “secular.”

(1) Thus, the Christian “has no right” to present his or her Christian views
as matters of knowledge.

(2) But what can secularism do and offer to others for life that is not
already worthwhile by knowledge of God among His people.

II. Knowledge of God undermines all human pretensions of independence and
competence.

(1) It makes the believer “not of this world”; they don’t have the “mind of
the flesh.” Thus, “the world hates them” (Jn. 17:14).

(2) The “world’s system” (whatever it may be) is designed to work from
the natural powers, socially and historically organized.

(3) We stand firmly in our knowledge of God in this manner. But that
upsets the human, natural orders of power.

(4) To be “in the world, but not of it” means (among other things) that we
have joyful, peaceful, firm, non-cooperation with evil.

III. Essentially, there are four major questions to consider, thus showing where
the answers of Christ oppose those of secularism.

(1) What is reality? (what you can count on)
Secularism: The “visible” world with its constituents 
Christ: God and His kingdom 



 KNOWLEDGE FOR LIFE 
       Learning to Trust and Grow in Spiritual Knowledge 

DALLAS WILLARD, April 17, 2010 

15 

(2) Who is well off?
Secularism: Whoever gets their way? Fulfills their desires 
Christ: Whoever is alive in the kingdom of God. Thus, God gets 
His way. 

(3) Who is a really good person?
Secularism: Those of whom “all men think well.” Social approval. 
Christ: Those whose lives are permeated with agape for God and 
neighbor. The “whole law” (Mark 12:29-31; Romans 13:8-10). 

(4) How does one become a really good person?
Secularism: genes, “education,” therapy, “luck.” 
Christ: “Follow me.” By being a disciple of Jesus in all aspects of 
life. 

Discussion Questions 

1. What does secularism try to do with Christian teaching and practice with
regard to knowledge?

2. How and why does knowledge of God undermine all human pretensions of
independence and competence?

3. How is the disciple of Jesus to be “in the world, but not of it,” given what the
“world’s system” is and what knowledge gives to the disciple?

4. What are the four major “worldview” questions that prompt a different
answer from secularism compared to an answer from Jesus and His
followers? Review, understand, and appreciate these questions and their
interrelationship.

5. How and why does secularism differ from Jesus’ answer to the question,
“What is reality?”

6. How and why does secularism differ from Jesus’ answer to the question,
“Who is well off?”

7. How and why does secularism differ from Jesus’ answer to the question,
“Who is a really good person?”

8. How and why does secularism differ from Jesus’ answer to the question,
“How does one become a really good person?”

Intentional Practice 
Individual 
 On having a character for the “joyful, peaceful, firm, non-cooperation

with evil.” Dallas’ advocacy of how to have “non-cooperation” with
evil is an important posture of how to be “not of this world” while
being in it. Consider the following reflection questions to strengthen
you toward this non-cooperation.
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o How can you grow in the “joyful, peaceful, firm” aspects of non-
cooperating with evil? When you choose to not cooperate with
evil, do you naturally exercise joy, peace and firmness of
choice?

o When we don’t cooperative with evil, we recognize the reality
that “light has come into the world, but men like darkness
rather than light because their deeds are evil.” How can you
deal with that challenge, difficulty, peer-pressure, tension or
even suffering that comes as a result of not being “of this
world”? Perhaps derive wisdom from Philippians 3:8-10 and
James’ exhortation to “count it all joy” (James 1) when you face
trials as evidence of how far you have taken your life, your
kingdom, into God’s Kingdom.

Small Group 
 On being aware of secularism’s presence in your life and world. The

presence and consequence of secularism can be both obvious and
indirect. Prayerfully discern how you detect these below claims
promoted in our society. How would you respond to these
statements?

o “Knowledge is secular”
o “Christians should not present their view of life as a matter of

knowledge”
o “The ‘visible’ world alone is reality”
o “Whoever gets their way has happiness”
o “Social approval is a sure indicator of who is a really good

person”
o “People become really good because of their genes, ‘education,’

therapy, or just sheer luck”
 On politics and joyful, peaceful, firm, non-cooperation with evil. In the

representative political system of American democracy, Christians
and non-Christians alike can vote, govern and make policy regardless
of a secular or theistic worldview. How might Christian social and
cultural involvement have “peaceful, firm, non-cooperation with evil”
on the following issues:

o On the legal rights of homosexual relations as marriage
o On the legal and moral rights of the “unborn.”
o On the trafficking of human beings

Pastors 
 On “magnifying your office” by teaching about the four big questions.

Whether in private consultation with individuals or in public teaching
and preaching, how can answers to the below four questions be
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emphasized, reiterated or illustrated as a result of your teaching and 
preaching? 

o What is reality? What can we count on? Do you show the
reality-based and reality-affirming aspects of Christian
teaching? Do you show how such teaching is not merely based
in a “faith tradition” but in a “knowledge tradition”?

o Who is well off?
o Who is a really good person?
o How does one become a really good person?

Neighborhood 
 On “non-cooperation with evil” and peer-pressure in a secular world.

Consider the following scenario. You are the leader of an official
Christian campus ministry group at UC-Berkley. Both state and federal
law say that it is unconstitutional to exclude someone from your
group on the basis of differences of beliefs or values. Some self-
identified Christian gay men want to join the group in order to help
their fellow Christians be more tolerant. They think that being
homosexual is just another way of being human. But the By-Laws of
the group explicitly prohibit the endorsement of homosexual
relations; in fact, the By-Laws call homosexuality a sin. Now consider
the following questions:

o What would it mean to “non-cooperative with evil” in this
context? What is “evil”? Homosexuality? The state and federal
Law? The By-Laws of the Group?

o Should the By-Laws of the campus group be rewritten in order
to maintain the status of the group and thereby earn any
benefits as a campus group?

o How should you as a leader relate to the self-identified
Christian gay men?

Dig Deeper into Dallas’ Writings 
 Dallas on how secularism has affected the moral foundations of

rationality.
o For advanced readers, see Dallas’ 2000 talk, “Naturalism’s Incapacity

to Capture the Good Will” (http://bit.ly/akUvsw), especially for
understanding how the worldview of naturalism animates secularism.

o See also Dallas’ 2000 talk, “How Reason Can Survive the Modern
University: The Moral Foundations of Rationality”
(http://bit.ly/asntdS); for at least intermediate readers, Dallas
provides a context for understanding how secularism has affected the
vitality of “knowledge institutions” and their impact under
secularism’s assault.

http://bit.ly/akUvsw
http://bit.ly/asntdS
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o Dallas’ 2000 talks (above) are a helpful extension of his 1998 talk on
“The Redemption of Reason,” and how to think about the basis for
genuine integration of Christianity with life (http://bit.ly/9InZQ7).

o Dallas’ 2005 remarks at USC on “Why it Matters if You are Moral” is a
helpful piece to show how to think about the relevancy of morality,
especially in an institutional context (http://bit.ly/dcFtJn)

 Dallas on Jesus’ Authority as a Knowledge Influencer.
o See Dallas’ 1999 intermediate article, “Jesus the Logician,” which

sought to show Jesus’ intellectual standing as “the smartest man that
ever lived” (http://bit.ly/cf7YLe). Cross-reference this discussion
with Chapter 3 (“What Jesus Knew”) and Chapter 4 (“Who is Really
Well Off?) from Divine Conspiracy (Harper, 1998).

Supplemental Resources 
Beginner 
 On how to think about secularism influence.

o See Hunter Baker’s helpful book, The End of Secularism
(Crossway Books, 2009).

 Critiques of atheism
o See James Spiegel, The Making of an Atheist: How Immorality

Leads to Unbelief (Moody Publishers, 2010), Holly Ordway, Not
God’s Type: A Rational Academic Finds a Radical Faith (Moody
Publishers, 2010), and then Philip E. Johnson and John Mark
Reynolds’ Against all Gods: What’s Right and Wrong About the
New Atheism (InterVarsity Press, 2010).

Intermediate 
 How to think with a Christian worldview

o See James Sire’s helpful “worldview catalog,” The Universe Next
Door (Intervarsity Press, 2009). Cross-reference with Craig
Bartholomew and Michael Goheen’s Living at the Crossroads:
An Introduction to Christian Worldview (Baker Academic, 2008)
and J. Mark Bertrand’s (Re)Thinking Worldview: Learning to
Think, Live and Speak in this World (Crossway, 2007).

o To further appreciate the work of Christian philosophy to
Christian worldview thinking, see William Lane Craig and J.P.
Moreland’s The Philosophical Foundation for a Christian
Worldview (Intervarsity Press, 2003).

o See also the InterVarsity Academic Press “Christian Worldview
Integration” series (edited by J.P. Moreland and Frank
Beckwith) with volumes on how to think Christianly about
other domains of knowledge, including education, psychology,

http://bit.ly/9InZQ7
http://bit.ly/dcFtJn
http://bit.ly/cf7YLe
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communications, philosophy, science, history, politics, 
economics, and several other areas (http://bit.ly/bbpyo1). 

Advanced 
 On philosophical, historical and sociological treatments of secularism

o Consult Charles Taylor’s Secular Age (Harvard University
Press, 2007) and then the follow-up discussion in Varieties of
Secularism in a Secular Age (Harvard University Press), edited
by Michael Werner, Jonathan VanAntwerpen, Craig Calhoun.

o Important Christian cultural criticism about the secularity of
modern life can be appreciated from Craig M. Gay’s The Way of
the (modern) world: Or, why it’s tempting to live as if God doesn’t
exist (Eerdmans, 1998). See also an extension of his analysis in
Cash Values: Money and the Erosion of Meaning in Today’s
Society (Eerdmans, 2004).

http://bit.ly/bbpyo1
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SESSION #3: KNOWLEDGE AND DESIRE: THE ONLY SAFE PATH FOR 
DESIRE IS UNDER THE DIRECTION OF KNOWLEDGE  

OF WHAT IS REAL AND WHAT IS GOOD 

SUMMARY 

This session underscores the problem of human desire, how desire is essentially 
conflictual and incapable on its own to lead a life to flourish. While desire is a 
normal response of our natural abilities, it needs to be under the direction of what is 
good, which can occur when desire is under the control of a will rooted in 
knowledge of what is good. Something is good if it fulfills its nature. Love is uniquely 
designed to focus on what is good for another; you will its good. Love is beyond 
desire. 

OUTLINE 

I. Knowledge and desire conflict because desire is essentially conflictual: with
other desires and with the desires of others.

(1) A desire is an impulse toward something – a thing or a condition –
possibly without regard to anything else (“I want that!”). Desire is a
normal response of our natural abilities; but it needs to be under the
direction of what is good.

(2) Spiritual disciplines (e.g., solitude, silence) are directed toward
understanding desire and taking your life off of the control of desire
and placing it on what is good.

(3) Will is made to go after what is best when under the direction of
knowledge. Desire doesn’t care what is best.

(4) Leaders are to help people deal with the problem of desire.
(5) Anger comes from the frustration of desire
(6) Today, people mistakenly think that their feelings and desires are

their will. But your will the place you have to order your desires.

II. If you have the “mind of the Spirit” you have the resources to escape the
condemnation that is from a life lived by the satisfaction of desire (Romans
8).

(1) Knowledge from such “mind” brings you the freedom of knowledge of
what is good (the very presence of God) which is necessary to guide
the will with desire.

(2) The problem today, though, is the lack of distinction between what is
good and what is desired.

III. Love is designed to focus on what is good for them; you will its good.
(1) Something is “good” if it fulfills its nature.
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(2) Curiously, if someone is devoted to service to others (“love”), they
don’t typically have a problem with what is the meaning of life
(knowledge of human nature).

(3) The only safe path for desire is under the direction of knowledge of
what is real and what is good.

IV. Pleasure comes from gratification of desire.
(1) The three “things that are in the world” (1 Jn. 2:16, Gen. 3:6, Matthew

4:1-11).
(2) The “mind of the flesh” and “deeds of the flesh” (Romans 8:5-7; Gal.

5:19).
(3) The source of quarrels and conflicts (James 4:1-3).

V. Therefore, desire is supposed to be subject to what is good (not just desired),
by means of the will acting from knowledge of what is good. That was God’s
plan for humans, and the only way in which human life can function with
wholeness and power.

(1) The essential function of the will is to deliberate; desire does not have
the capacity to deliberate because it only goes after what it wants
even if wants are conflicted.

(2) The fundamental fact of self-denial (“fulfillment of self”) is the
surrender of your will to do what you want.

VI. To answer what is good for the will requires knowledge, or belief or
commitment based on knowledge.

(1) Only knowledge can stabilize the will in goodness and form a settled
character where one does not have to “think about” whether they will
follow their mere desires –knowledge, in Frank Schaeffer’s words, is
that “He is There, and He is not Silent.”

(2) With such knowledge comes the power of God to will and to do what
is good!

(3) Enables one to be content (“self-contained”) in every situation, for we
have learned how to do it (Phil 4:11-13), and how to “do all things
without grumbling or disputing” (Phil 2:14); “God with me” is the
answer to every situation. “I shall fear no evil” (Ps. 23:4; Heb. 13:5-6).
I have learned how: “I know how to be abased and how to abound.”

VII. The world needs to know – even if it doesn’t acknowledge it – how to deal
with every situation in life that is hopeful, good, loving, full of peace; that’s
the character of God in this world. God is enough.

(1) “Interactive relationship” with God happens everywhere that I am. All
is to be done, regardless of situation, with the presence of God,
knowingly with me.
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(2) We know God’s presence by seeing Him everywhere; we can train to
know that as a community “controlled” by the reality of knowledge of
God.

(3) To “see” means that we come to know what is there, spiritually, all
along; that is the knowledge that sets us free to follow what is good as
disciples of Christ in our world.

Discussion Questions 

1. What is desire? How and why are desires conflictual?
2. How and why is living according to our desires an unhealthy way of living?
3. How and why do spiritual disciplines help us with our desires? What is

genuine self-denial?
4. How is the human will made to function in relationship to desire? Why do

you think people mistakenly think that their feelings and desires are their
will?

5. Essentially, what is the source of anger and contempt?
6. How and why might someone think that what is desired is what is good?
7. How is the “mind of the Spirit” (Romans 8) be an indispensible resource for

dealing with the problem of desire?
8. What is love, especially when compared to what is desire? How is something

good?
9. How and why does pleasure (“happiness”) come from the gratification of

desire?
10. What does knowledge do for the will and its role in relationship to desire?

Intentional Practice 
Individual 
 On dealing with uncontrolled desires. Desire is not evil, but it needs to

be led and controlled. Consider the following questions to guide you
into knowledge of how to address your desires with contentment as a
goal. We may think of contentment as having peace or being at peace
with what is the case even if our desires are unsatisfied. Routinely
engaging in solitude and silence can help wean us off of the power of
unfulfilled desires.

o Try to get away and be alone for a good chunk of time (for
example, at least three hours).

o Choose one major desire that “drives” what you do (e.g., the
desire to be noticed for what you do; the desire for approval or
acceptance because of what you do; the desire to “make a real
difference” in the world, etc).

o How do you think the one desire has associated desires to help
empower it?
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o How do you think the desires under consideration control your
motivation, intention, action and even your choice of means for
accomplishing an action? Do you feel like your will is
overwhelmed by your desires or, as if, your desires are simply
your will?

o What would happen if your life was not controlled of those
desires? What would self-denial, the denial of self-fulfillment,
look like for you?

o How might what you desire be better guided by knowledge of
what is good? What could that look like for you?

Small Group 
 On paying attention to the messaging of advertising. Advertising,

regardless of means (TV, print, online, etc), is one of the most
influential ways in which we are routinely and publically messaged
about ourselves, each other and what we should have. It is an image-
creating enterprise. Consider the following questions in light of some
contemporary advertisement examples.

o What does the advertisement assume to be true about human
beings and their desires (wants) in light of a product?

o How does the advertisement convey what is real or what can
be counted on as real for you and the fulfillment of your
desires? Explain why you think reality is conveyed that way?

o How is “happiness,” or the “well off” person portrayed in the
advertisement? Explain why you think they are portrayed that
way.

o How is the satisfaction of buying a particular product
connected with being a person with social-cultural status?

 On reckoning with the power of desire in discontentment. Consider
and discuss the following scenario. Josh thinks that he is not in an
“ideal job” because he is not doing what he wants to do. He works for
a major Christian university as a financial aid representative, which is
average paying, but what he really wants to do is teach full time in a
local church. He seems to have a “gift of teaching” but he also needs to
pay his bills and support his wife and three kids. Thus, he views his
current employment as an “interim” job until the real job he wants to
do becomes available. He is currently looking for other work, doing
interviews, but so far nothing has materialized. He is discontent, if not
also feeling like he’s in a rut.

o What should Josh do? How should he deal with his unfulfilled
desires as a disciple of Jesus?

o How can Josh find contentment? What could that look like?
How can he enter it?
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o Do you think there is a distinction between calling,
job/employment, and work? Would such a distinction be
helpful to him?

o What do you think Josh’s view is of a job, especially a job that is
not “ideal”? Unpack and consider what might be his
assumptions. Can the “interim job” be guided under
discipleship to Jesus in such a way so that Josh can come to
flourish in his current job even if it doesn’t change?

Pastors 
 How to teach and lead others about the problem of desire. One of the

most beneficial and relevant ways that pastors can lead others is to
help guide them through the problem of desire in their life and in their
world; to help people in this important area of life is to handle people
with the utmost soul care and concern. The problem of desire, and the
quality of leadership that addresses the problem, is not just excluded
to those that help people with sexual desires or eating desires or
financial desires gone amuck. Nor is the problem solely the
responsibility of those that are psychologists, psychiatrists, therapists,
or counselors. Anyone who is to lead anyone must reckon with the
problem of desire in their own life and in the lives of others.
Prayerfully and strategically think about the following for your
gathering of disciples.

o Am I an appropriate model of a self-controlled life?
o How can my regular teaching and preaching surface the

problem of desire in life and the importance of desire being
under a will that is guided by knowledge of what is good?

o Is our church regularly offering means (classes, groups,
programs, etc) for people to deal with their addictive
tendencies?

o Is the problem of desire being surfaced in age appropriate
ways, whether among our children, teens, college, adults and
seniors?

o Does our church have a safe yet firm enough ethos to help
people grow in self-control?

Neighborhood 
 On how to deal with anger in society. Dallas appropriately notes that

“anger is the result of the frustration of desire.” Anger on a societal
scale is often related to the frustration of desire directed to what
government or publically elected officials should do or not do.
Consider the following reflection questions:
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o How would you characterize societal anger today? What does it
look like? How does it sound? How is it directed? Who is angry
and why?

o What sorts of desires are frustrated in such a way that they
produce societal anger today?

o How would you counsel a person “caught up” in societal anger?
How would you advise them to deal with their frustrated
desire?

Dig Deeper into Dallas’ Writings 
 Dallas on Sensuality

o To appreciate and discern how desire and sensuality are portrayed in
movies, see Dallas’ 2007 chapter, “Liberation Through Sensuality:
Cinematic Moral Vision in an Age of Feeling” (http://bit.ly/cNFvBO).
At a more concrete level, see Dallas’ insightful 2008 talk on “Beyond
Pornography: Spiritual Formation Studied in a Particular Case”
(http://bit.ly/c4lO1c).

 Dallas on the Body and Feelings
o Much of the discussion on desire or sensuality and spiritual formation

goes back to how we understand the body in these areas under
discipleship. The role of the human body in spiritual formation into
Christlikeness is, unfortunately, an often neglected area of study
among Protestants. See his “The Human Body and Spiritual” for a
helpful snapshot of how to think about the body
(http://bit.ly/anyzqW).

o Dallas’ broader project on the body and the disciplines can be
experienced from his insightful The Spirit of the Disciplines (Harper,
1988), especially Chapter 6 (“Spiritual Life: The Body’s Fulfillment”)
and Chapter 7 (“St. Paul’s Psychology of Redemption – The Example”).

o Also, note Chapter 7 (“Transforming the Mind, 2: Spiritual Formation
and Our Feelings”) and Chapter 9 (“Transforming the Body”) from
Renovation of the Heart (NavPress, 2002) are helpful and insightful
chapters, which should also be read in light of the whole discussion of
“transformation” and how spiritual change happens in Renovation of
the Heart.

Supplemental Resources 
Beginner 
 On Contemporary Vs. Classical Happiness and the Disciplines

o See Klaus Issler and J.P. Moreland’s The Lost Virtue of
Happiness: Discovering the Disciplines of the Good Life
(NavPress, 2006), and David Naugle’s Reordered Love,
Reordered Lives: Learning the Deep Meaning of Happiness

http://bit.ly/cNFvBO
http://bit.ly/c4lO1c
http://bit.ly/anyzqW
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(Eerdmans, 2008). Read the above in light of Richard Foster’s 
Celebration of Discipline: The Path to Spiritual Growth (Harper, 
2004). 

Intermediate 
 On contemporary narcissism.

o Any serious reader on the topic must interact with Jean
Twenge and W. Keith Campbell’s The Narcissism Epidemic:
Living in an Age of Entitlement (Free Press, 2009).

Advanced 
 On advertisements and how they are image and desire-shaping

o See Thomas Frank, The Conquest of Cool: Business culture,
Counterculture, and the Rise of Hip Consumerism (University of
Chicago Press, 1997) for how to understand the history of
connecting the advertisement of products with the idea of
human self-fulfillment. Cross-reference Frank with Jackson
Lears’ Fables of Abundance: A Culture History of Advertising
(Basic Books, 1995) in order to appreciate how ads for
disposable goods reinforces the unsatisfaction of desire. Lastly,
read Frank and Lears in light of Sam Van Eman’s On Earth as it
is in Advertising: Moving from Commercial Hype to Gospel Hope
(Brazos Press, 2005) in order to understand how ads advance
a view of the “good life.”
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SESSION #4: KNOWLEDGE AND PUBLIC PRESENCE AS A WITNESS 

SUMMARY 

This session shows how people of knowledge have a public presence, whether in 
word, deed or demeanor because they are witnesses. Witness is the essence of 
knowledge. We are to help people come to know what is real because bringing 
knowledge to others is a way of blessing people. We witness in the public settings of 
life, wherever and whenever we are who we are as a loving, light-bearing people, 
who carry the knowledge of God and the presence of God. Given the reality of the 
Kingdom of God and the nature of persons in public space, the “naked public square” 
is metaphysically impossible. 

OUTLINE 

I. Knowledge confers authority; opinions and even power doesn’t have that
sort of weight.

(1) We come to bring knowledge as a way of blessing people.
(2) We don’t need to be defensive or engage in activities in order to show

that we are right. For the cross saves us from arrogance, contempt,
and presumption (Paul say: “Knowledge puffs up” – he’s saying that
one’s ego does not need to be identical to one’s claim to have
knowledge).

II. The goal is not to manipulate people and get them in line with our views; the
goal is to witness to them as it is appropriate: to help them come to know.

(1) When we think about witnessing, we want to get that out of the
category of trying to make people do things.

(2) “Soul-winning” (Prov. 11:30) is different than witnessing; the former
requires a deep, internal work of the Spirit, but the latter can be used
to help people come to know and make a decision about what they
know.

III. Witness is the essence of knowledge; to bring others to the knowledge of God,
motivated by love.

(1) We witness out of what we know out of love for people’s good.
(2) Asking good questions of people is a great way to help people to come

to know and how you can serve them with knowledge in love.
(3) We are helping people to come to know that God, Christ, and His

Kingdom are real; we bring knowledge of reality
(4) Having knowledge of reality gives us assurance of how we stand; not

necessary to be hurried or fearful with people. But we can witness
comely.
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IV. We witness in the public settings of life.
(1) “Public” vs. “private” is mostly misguided as a distinction.
(2) We are in the public square as loving, light-bearing people, who carry

in themselves the knowledge of God and the presence of Christ.
(3) Compared to voting Christianly, most importantly, we are to engage in

joyous, non-cooperation with evil.

V. 2 Tim. 2:24-26: Paul gives us a rich understanding of the means by which we
are to witness. “The servant of the Lord must not strive, but be kind to all,
able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those that
are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance, leading them to
knowledge of the truth, that they may come to their sense and escape from
the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.”

(1) We witness not just by what we say but how we do it (demeanor – not
merely our actions, but how we act).

(2) Important questions
i. Do we have kingdom peace, joy and hope?

ii. Do we genuinely love others and put ourselves last?
iii. Are we devoted to what is good out of reliance upon God?
iv. Is what we call the fruit of the Spirit just who we are – not

perfectly, no doubt, but still overriding?
(3) As servants of the LORD we do not “strive,” etc. This is above all our

knowledge of God, which we are to impart. If you stand up for truth,
but do so in anger, you will elicit anger from your recipients. Thus, we
must not strive!

(4) Important distinction between judgment and condemnation (John
3:17; cf. Matthew 7): the latter is unacceptable, the former is
necessary because it involves discernment.

VI. The so-called “naked public square” is metaphysically impossible
(1) This public space is supposedly stripped of value, frankly, Christian

values.
(2) But wherever there are people, there are expressions of value,

commitment, practices.
(3) The “public square” is no longer “naked” because we are there with

Christ (our identity).
(4) We must be who we are, wherever we are, with kindness, love, good

judgment, a willingness to learn and to be open, and a willing to share.
Anything less than that, is not merely unchristian, it’s inhuman.

VII. Thus, we prayerfully and patiently watch for occasions to express our
knowledge of the answers to the Great Questions in response to the human
needs that surround us.
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(1) As we do our very best to witness, our confidence is not in our best,
but in the one who is with us always. It is not our battle, but His. The
need is vast.

(2) People perish without knowledge, especially without knowledge of
God.

Discussion Questions 
1. How is the good of knowledge intended for others? Why?
2. How and why is witness the essence of knowledge?
3. What is the difference between witnessing and “soul-winning”? Why is

witnessing often associated with striving?
4. How and why is “public” vs. “private” a misguided distinction?
5. How and why can we witness by what we say and also by our demeanor?
6. What is meant by a “naked public square”? How and why is the idea of a

“naked public square” metaphysically impossible?

Intentional Practice 
Individual 
 On public presence as witness. We have knowledge, and the presence

of God, wherever we are. Thus, we are called to be light and loving to
all who come our way in whatever public setting that involves (e.g.,
the coffee shop, the mall, our school, our neighborhood, among
friends, a political rally, a sports event, a church, home, and other
“civic associations,” etc). Practice taking stock of the various public
settings where your life routinely intersects with others and consider
what it would look like to have a public presence with knowledge and
love of what is real. The goal is to consider how to hospitably share
your life with others in your shared public setting, regardless if you
are with Christians or non-Christians.

o Just start listing whatever comes to mind concerning where
you are, routinely, in any given week or month.

o If there are specific people that come to mind when you think
about your various public settings, note them and something
that you most associate with them whenever you are with
them (e.g., Ed – agitated by political climate; Tim – needs a job;
Catherine: consumed by worldview naturalism; Joanne:
lonely).

o Prayerfully consider how you can be a blessing to others that
you know and meet. Ask God to give you discernment about
other people’s lives and how they can be blessed.
 What can you offer them that they don’t have? How can

you be a valuable resource to them? Perhaps you are to
give a smile, word of encouragement, word of wisdom,
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word of knowledge, listening ear, emphatic heart, time 
and space, money, faithfulness, discernment, advice, etc. 

 What can they offer you that you don’t have? Mutually,
be a resource to each other. Perhaps they offer you
insight into your own life and how you act? Opportunity
to learn how to “deal” with other people that you might
not otherwise deal with.

 Even if someone disagrees or even disregards you, they
have given you something to consider: an opportunity
to test your patience and vulnerability before others
and your willingness to entrust yourself to God; he’s
“got your back covered.”

o Thinking about others before you interact with them can be a
healthy way of preparing your heart and mind to give yourself
with expectancy and intentionality. But don’t over-think or
obsess about others that you might meet. Thinking before
acting is for the preparation of the heart and not meant to
program a meeting. Just “go with what you got” or “serve
whatever you are cooking” in the moment, as the expressions
may go.

o When you are alone in public (for example, enjoying a cup of
coffee by yourself), how can you make yourself available,
whether by your demeanor or posture or by your overall
presence to the occasional “stranger” that disrupts you (if you
don’t want to be disrupted, don’t be in public!).

o How you are available and present to others may look
differently if you tend to be “extrovert” or “introvert.” Be
mindful of that and accept your uniqueness in that regard, yet
don’t “pigeon-hole” yourself to posture yourself in one way or
another. Just be yourself and considerate of others.

o Practice “de-briefing” after you meet people, especially if you
are with them for any length of time in order to have a
conversation with them.
 Try to observe and take-stock of you in relationship to

them. The goal is not to analyze yourself or others. Just
reflect upon and note what it was like to be with them
and bless them.

 What did you come to know about yourself as a result of
the encounter?

 How was their heart revealed to you?
 Anything come to mind about how you might further

bless them with your prayers and actions toward them?
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 How can you be a life-long learner for the sake of other
people in such a way so that you are studying (gaining
knowledge and wisdom) in order to bless others with
what you have come to learn?

 On how public presence is shaped by character. What you say and do
in public is in light of who you are becoming, your character. Take
some time to reflect upon and consider how features of your character
can be further developed under the direction of the trinity to be fit for
the public, especially where your life intersects with various people in
public settings. Try the following experiment.

o Consider your experience with three people that you routinely
encounter in a public setting during any given week. Pay
attention to how you act from your character.

o With the Holy Spirit, what do you discern are the strengths and
weaknesses of your character when you are with such people?
(The goal is not to demean yourself or even be hard on
yourself. Nor is the goal to take pleasure in having your ego fed
by all of your great accomplishments with your character).
With gentleness and firmness, along with honesty and
humility, take stock of the strengths and weaknesses of your
character from which your actions flow to others, specifically
the three people that come to mind.
 Perhaps you need to cultivate greater love?
 Perhaps you need to cultivate great patience, long-

suffering, and fortitude with other people?
 Perhaps a strength of your character is that you are a

loving, accepting and safe person to experience?
 Perhaps a strength of your character is that you are a

kind and generous person.
o Consider with the Spirit how to address the character

weaknesses as a disciple of Jesus, dearly loved by the Father.

Small Group 
 On judging vs. condemning. As a group, consider and discuss the

following scenario: You are part of a teacher hiring committee at your
public high school. The other members of your committee want to
nominate an outspoken Lesbian to cover social studies classes
because of her teaching qualifications and her tolerant attitude
toward others. If nominated, the candidate would then be voted on by
the School Board. As a Christian who thinks that homosexuality is a
sin, how should you think, vote and act in this circumstance?



 KNOWLEDGE FOR LIFE 
       Learning to Trust and Grow in Spiritual Knowledge 

DALLAS WILLARD, April 17, 2010 

32 

o How and why does the relevancy of the “naked public square”
come to bear on these circumstances?

o How should you think about educational “public space”?
o How might the distinction between “judging” vs.

“condemnation” be relevant and helpful here?
o How would a view of tolerance look if it judged what was

wrong but did not condemn? Would a tolerance devoid of
condemnation and judgment (discernment) be a worthwhile
virtue?

o If you chose not to endorse the Lesbian candidate, would that
be hateful? If not, why not?

Pastors 
 On teaching and pastoring for public presence as witness. As leaders in

the church, consider how to strengthen the public presence of those
that you lead and teach. Ask yourself the following questions:

o Do I view scripture as having public authority to teach and lead
people for the flourishing of their public presence in their
world? Do I hold, interpret, and use scripture in that way?

o Do I teach as though those that I lead have, in fact, a public
presence in their neighborhoods or do I tend to think that if I
just teach them what Scripture says they will figure out alone
the “public” value of scripture for their witness?

o Do I regularly offer opportunities for people in my church to
think deeply, integratively, and strategically about what
Christian knowledge and belief thinks and does with regard to
offering a view about politics and the state, economics, work,
law, science, education, literature, philosophy, the arts,
sociology, anthropology, psychology, history, etc.

o Are teaching and equipping and groups in my church
connecting the dots between inner transformation into the
character of Jesus with faithful, public presence as witness?
Unfortunately, “interior-oriented” groups (e.g., typical spiritual
formation groups) tend to focus on inner transformation at the
expense of neglecting work on public presence as witness in
relationship to work on our interior. And “exterior-oriented”
groups (e.g., serving homeless people) tend to focus on action
and doing at the expense of neglecting work on inner
transformation. This will require some clear vision and
strategy, individually and organizationally.

o Do people in the community where our church gathers find us
to be a source of knowledge about reality or just another
religious group concerned with religiously niche matters?
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Neighborhood 
 On paying attention to the questions of the neighborhood. One of the

most important ways to have a public presence in our communities,
whether as individuals or as a church community, is to just faithfully
show-up and listen to the questions that people deeply care about
(such as, perhaps, “how do I raise my kids so that they won’t hate
me?” “how can I deal with work that I don’t like?” “how can I deal with
my anger?” “how can I deal with people that hate me?”) and discern
how to serve such people with knowledge.

o For two weeks observe and take note of the sorts of cares,
concerns and questions that tend to weigh heavily on people’s
hearts. Discern their character and function in people’s lives.
How are they related to people’s desires? Perhaps classify and
organize the questions in helpful contexts for your further
consideration. Maybe organize them according to Dallas’ four
major worldview questions.

o For another two weeks, take time to think about and study the
questions in light of appropriate answers. Educate yourself in
such a way that you come to know how to answer what people
are asking.

o For another three or four weeks, spend time helping people
answer their questions. Don’t lecture them or create contrived
circumstances to encounter them. In the ordinariness of your
relationships with people, begin to take what you have come to
know about how to answer people’s questions and share it
with the appropriate people in an appropriate way that earns
their trust and confidence in light of your faithfulness to them.

Dig Deeper into Dallas’ Writings 
 Dallas on the Renewing of the Social Dimension

o To appreciate our public presence as a witness, we need to also
understand how the social reality of our lives is being formed into
Christlikeness. From Renovation of the Heart (NavPress, 2002), see
Dallas’ Chapter 12 (“The Children of Light and the Light of the World”)
in light of Chapter 10 (“Transforming Our Social Dimension”) and
Chapter 11 (“Transforming the Soul”).

o Cross-reference the discussion above with Chapter 11 (“The
Disciplines and the Power Structures of This World”) from The Spirit
of the Disciplines (Harper, 1988).

 Dallas on Christian Engagement in the Political
o See Dallas’ 2008 talk, “The Failure of Evangelical Political Involvement

in the Area of Moral Transformation” (http://bit.ly/bHqMq9).

http://bit.ly/bHqMq9
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Supplemental Resources 
Beginner 
 On Work, Discipleship and Public Presence

o See Bill Heatley’s solid book, The Gift of Work: Spiritual
Disciplines for the Workplace (NavPress, 2008) for how
Willard’s sense of discipleship makes a difference in our public
witness from the ordinariness of our life at work.

o Cross-reference a study of Heatley with Os Guinness’ The Call:
Finding and Fulfilling the Central Purpose of Your Life (Thomas
Nelson, 2003), Michael Wittmer’s Heaven is a Place on Earth:
Why Everything You Do Matters to God (Zondervan, 2004),
Douglas Schuurman’s Vocation: Discerning Our Callings in Life
(Eerdmans, 2003).

o More intermediate readers may also enjoy, Gilbert
Meilaender’s Working: Its Meaning and Its Limits (Notre Dame
Press, 2001) and Paul Marshall’s A Kind of Life Imposed on Man:
Vocation and Social Order from Tyndale to Locke (University of
Toronto Press, 1996).

 On Christian communication
o See J.P. Moreland and Tim Muehlhoff’s God Conversation: Using

Stories and Illustrations to Explain Your Faith (Intervarsity
Press, 2007) and Norman Geisler and Patrick Zukeran’s The
Apologetics of Jesus: A Caring Approach to Dealing with
Doubters (Baker Books, 2009) and Joe Carter’s How to Argue
Like Jesus: Learning Persuasion from History’s Greatest
Communicator (Crossway Books, 2009).

o Cross-reference (for more intermediate readers) with Tim
Muehlhoff and Todd Lewis’ Authentic Communication: Christian
Speech Engaging Culture (Intervarsity Press, 2010) and
Quentin Schultz’s Communicating for Life: Christian
Stewardship in Community and Media (Baker, 2000).

Intermediate 
 On Christian engagement with politics.

o See Os Guinness’ The Case for Civility, and why our future
depends on it (Harper, 2008) in light of Brendan Sweetman’s
Why Politics Needs Religion: The Place of Religious Arguments in
the Public Square (InterVarsity Press, 2006), Clarke D.
Forsythe’s Politics for the Greatest Good: The Case for Prudence
in the Public Square (InterVarsity Press, 2009), Roger Overton’s
edited volume, God and Governing: Reflections on Ethics, Virtue,
and Statesmanship (Pickwick, 2009), and Francis J. Beckwith’s



 KNOWLEDGE FOR LIFE 
       Learning to Trust and Grow in Spiritual Knowledge 

DALLAS WILLARD, April 17, 2010 

35 

Politics for Christians: Statecraft as Soulcraft (Intervarsity 
Press, 2010). 

Advanced 
 On Christianity’s Character and Cultural Change.

o See David Wells’ Losing our Virtue: Why the Church Must
Recover Its Moral Vision (Eerdmans, 1998). Read also D.
Michael Lindsay’s influential sociological treatment of
evangelicals in culture, see his Faith in the Halls of Power: How
Evangelicals Joined the American Elite (Oxford, 2008).

o Read Andy Crouch’s Culture Making: Recovering our Creative
Calling (Intervarsity Press, 2008) in light of James Davison
Hunter’s penetrating analysis in To Change the World: The
Irony, Tragedy, and Possibility of Christianity in the Late Modern
World (Oxford, 2010).
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SESSION #5: COMMUNITIES OF LOVE AND KNOWLEDGE 

SUMMARY 

This session is about how witnessing grows out of a community of love and 
knowledge. A community nurtured by knowledge of God is a community that 
comes under the presence of God. Acting in love brings the kingdom into 
manifestation and progressively confirms the basic beliefs of the Christ-
follower, advancing their knowledge and enabling them to love more. Thus, 
the life of a community, under the example and guidance of the leaders, is 
entirely organized around becoming the kind of person who routinely and 
easily does the kinds of things Jesus said. 

OUTLINE 

I. “Witnessing” is not something that we turn-on for special groups or
occasions.

(1) We witness because of who we are and where we are. That’s constant.
(2) Witnessing, like love, is not a matter of choosing or not choosing to

witness; your only choice is what you will witness to.

II. 2 Peter 3:18: “Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.”

(1) Growth in Grace: God acting in your life, increasingly, in every area of
endeavor; trusting that reality.

(2) Knowledge: Interactive relationship
(3) This is a command. Remember, grace does not make you passive, it

makes you active.
(4) “Growth” happens by practice; putting Jesus’ words into action and

venturing on the kingdom as we encounter the reality of grace
throughout life.

III. We grow in “grace and knowledge” in community; there is where we test it
out, cultivating and manifesting both the fruit and the gifts of the Spirit.

(1) The effective challenge and opportunity of spiritual growth in
kingdom reality is: Will I love you now in the grace and power of God.

(2) We “go to church” to learn to love others and to receive love from
others

(3) Our “gathering” is not necessarily what is called “church,” or even
“worship.”

(4) We gather to share life together (intimacy) – living for one another – if
we choose, in the knowledge of God, to make that the case; that
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intimacy is the nucleus from which a witnessing community comes 
about. 

(5) No little planned or unplanned “vacations” from the presence of God;
“Forsake not the assembling …” “stimulate one another to love and
good deeds” (Heb. 10:24-25).

IV. The “burden” is on the church to bring the life and knowledge of God to the
world.

(1) The life of the group, under the example and guidance of the leaders,
is entirely organized around becoming the kind of person who
routinely and easily does the kinds of things Jesus said.

(2) Two central questions for such a group: Why are we here? What is our
central message?

(3) Three “gospels” that are generally preached as a message in our
churches

i. “Forgiveness of sins”: Can you organize the whole of your life
(and the life of your group) around just that?

ii. “Social gospel”: True, Jesus is for the oppressed and for those
that don’t have a voice. But that is not the gospel.

iii. “Take care of your church, and it will take care of you”:
Churchmanship is not the goal of life, because discipleship is
not for the sake of the church, but for the world.

V. A community of knowledge of God, is a community that comes around the
presence of God.

(1) “Great commission”: Immerse people in Trinitarian reality!
(2) The presence of the Kingdom governs our life together, whether

gathered, or in our witness as light to the world, as knowledgeable
people.

(3) We cannot be “hid” because we are the light of the world; the public
relations, basically takes care of itself.

(4) We are “known” – we don’t really need to “get the word out” – since
we are effectively living against “the things that are in the world?”

VI. Acting in love brings the kingdom into manifestation and progressively
confirms the basic beliefs of the Christ-follower, advancing their knowledge
and enabling them to love more.

(1) You witness by who you are.
(2) The goal is to be present where you witness so that you can be “ready

to give an account” of your hope –hope under persecution (2 Peter
3:15).

(3) Romans 5:17: they that receive abundance of grace, shall reign in life
by One, Christ Jesus.
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(4) Knowledge of God allows you to put your step forward with the
presence of God in your life.

Discussion Questions 
1. How and why is witnessing not a matter of choosing to witness or not to

witness?
2. Consider what does it mean to “grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord

and Savior Jesus Christ”?
a. What is grace? What is knowledge? How are they interrelated?
b. How can growth happen? Where does it happen?
c. What is often mistakenly assumed about “grace,” “knowledge” and

“growth”? How and why do you think those mistaken assumptions are
believed?

3. How would you respond to the following individualistic attitude: “I love
Jesus, but not the church!”

a. What does it assume to be the case about Jesus in relationship to the
church? Discern and assess the assumptions.

b. Why might someone have such an attitude? What does it apparently
provide?

c. How is it not conducive to growth in grace and knowledge?
4. How should we “go to church” in light of the indispensible integration of love

and knowledge for the sake of forming disciples?
5. What are the three “gospels” generally preached or taught as the message of

many of our Christian gatherings?
a. What do they assume about what makes a disciple?
b. If believed, how would these mistaken gospels shape the identity and

way of life of a group of disciples?
c. How and why are they not the gospel of the Kingdom of God?

6. What does it mean to “baptize” disciples in the name of the Father, Son and
Holy Spirit? How can that be part of the normal gathering of disciples?

Intentional Practice 
Individual 
 On how to love in the grace and power of God. Recall that grace is God

acting in your life, increasingly, in every area of endeavor. Knowledge
is interactive relationship.

o Take stock of one or two major endeavors that you routinely
attempt to accomplish in any given week (e.g., working,
parenting, leading others, etc).

o Consider how much of the accomplishment of your endeavor is
the result of grace and knowledge of God (in the sense
specified above) or by just individual striving?
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o What might your major, weekly endeavor look like if you
trusted grace and knowledge of God? What would it look like to
practice these areas or intentionally act on their reality?

Small Group 
 On why you gather.

o Take stock of the real purpose/motivation and main message
of your group.

o How might your gathering be strengthened by knowledge,
belief and expectation of God’s presence in your midst? What
would that look like? What difference would that make? What
would it mean to lead others with that aim?

o Are there ways to strengthen the leadership of the gathering so
that there is a stronger focus on developing people as disciples
of Jesus for their standing in their world?

o How and why might members and leaders of the group wrestle
with any or all of the three mistaken “gospels” that Dallas
specified?

Pastors 
 On how love and knowledge can integrate in a local church.

o Am I a trustworthy model of a person that is a life-long learner
in how to grow in knowledge and love?

o Do all the leaders in the church, whether “full-time” pastors or
leaders of small groups, know that they can teach, lead, model
and serve others in knowledge of what is real?

o How can leaders be encouraged to develop and propagate
knowledge of reality and not merely knowledge of religious or
even doctrinal issues?

o How can the “teaching ministries” of the church become more
organizationally integrative so that work in knowledge is not
just among self-identified people “into theology” or “into
spiritual formation” or into “worldview studies?”

o How can knowledge of discipleship, as both an identity and a
way of life, not be excluded to groups or classes that just
specialize in “discipleship training”?

o How can Christian knowledge or thinking Christianly do more
work than just reinforcing the DNA of the church (e.g., how to
be Presbyterian)? How can such knowledge help to form
fruitful disciples for their leadership in their world?

o How can your fellowship be a “love laboratory” for people to
test out what is known to be true with God, each other, and
themselves.
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o How can teaching and modeling in your fellowship effectively
surface and help people think about the ordinariness of human
life and activities under the direction of God? This is beyond
mere “sermon illustrations.” It is training people to think about
the reality of the Kingdom of God from the advantage point of
their ordinary life.

 On being a knowledge institution in a community. What would it
mean for your church to be a knowledge institution in your
community? What would that look like? How would you envision
that? What would it look like for your church to be recognized as an
institution that provides knowledge about reality? As a pastor, take
some time to envision and consider such possibilities.

o Do we adequately think of ourselves as an institution, let alone
a knowledge institution, in our community? If not, why not?

o Does our church, and our members, regularly provide
opportunities for training and growth in knowledge of what is
real, even if such opportunities are not aimed toward a
religious goal? (e.g., people attending the church).

o Do teachers in our church regularly show the public good of
our theology as it endeavors to do explanatory and descriptive
work beyond just offering a basis for our doctrinal beliefs?

o Are there particular intellectual needs in our community that
our church could support and address?

o If there are local Christian universities, colleges or seminaries
within our vicinity, might there be hopeful way to collaborate
with their knowledge work and impact?

o Are there seasoned or emerging authors, artists, and media
and entertainment influencers in our congregation that could
be tapped to help resource the broader church and community
with knowledge about what matters most?

o Would it be educationally advantageous to host a civic-
oriented, public forum in our church and invite people with
opposing viewpoints to civilly and responsibly engage each
other on the “big questions” of our day?

o Are there regular training opportunities in our church for
people to obtain and grow in knowledge about issues relevant
to the political sphere and governance?

o Is our demeanor in the community, including the ethos that we
are known for, an invitation to seekers to come and learn with
us about what can be known to be real?
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Neighborhood 
 On the disappearance of moral knowledge in our communities. If

knowledge disappears from ordinary individual and societal life,
desire and its gratification will run amok. Many people already
confuse their will with their feelings so that they think what they feel
is what they should will. This is especially the case with the
disappearance of moral knowledge from our social reality, especially
among our “knowledge institutions.” Consider how the following
disasters rest in some significant degree on the disappearance of
moral knowledge, character, and virtue:

o Failure of fidelity to keep covenants.
o Obesity
o Sexual addiction
o Uncontrollable debt accumulation
o Crime
o Financial chaos
o Political corruption
o Human trafficking

 On being a publically loving, faithful presence. Dallas speaks of our
public presence (wherever and whenever) both in terms of our
speech, actions, and demeanor. Consider what it would mean or what
it would look like to be a loving, faithful presence among our
neighborhood:

o What are the various needs of our neighborhood?
o How might the public presence of individuals and of our

church as an institution help others come to know, appreciate
and receive what is real?

o How might the gospel of the Kingdom of God be good news to
our neighbors?

o How might our publically lived life and character, whether
individually or as a church, be a safe invitation for people to
seek knowledge of reality for their lives?

Dig Deeper into Dallas’ Writings 
 Dallas on the Gospel

o From Divine Conspiracy (Harper, 1998), see Chapter 1 (“Entering the
Eternal Kind of Life Now” and Chapter 2 (“Gospels of Sin
Management”) to better understand how the message of a gospel
affects how discipleship is envisioned and done.

 Dallas On Spiritual Formation In Our Churches
o See Dallas’ indispensible Chapter 8 (“Pastors as Teachers of the

Nations”) from Knowing Christ Today (Harper, 2009).
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o From Renovation of the Heart (NavPress, 2002), see Chapter 13
(“Spiritual Formation in the Local Congregation”), which should be
read in light of the entirety of the book, especially Chapter 5
(“Spiritual Change: The Reliable Pattern”).

o From The Divine Conspiracy (Harper, 1998), see also Chapter 8 (On
Being a Disciple, or Student, of Jesus”) and Chapter 9 (“A Curriculum
for Christlikeness”) and then Chapter 10 (“The Restoration of All
Things”).

Supplemental Resources 
Beginner 
 On Church for the Sake of Discipleship

o See Keith Meyer’s Whole Life Transformation: Becoming the
Change Your Church Needs (InterVarsity Press, 2010) and Alan
Andrews’ edited, The Kingdom Life: A Practical Theology of
Discipleship and Spiritual Formation (NavPress, 2010). A value
and comprehensive resource is Evan Howard’s The Brazos
Introduction to Christian Spirituality (Brazos, 2008).

Intermediate 
 On thinking institutionally or organizationally

o It’s easy to think of Christian influence in the world in largely
individualist and in populist ways. But a deeper and richer way
is to think of us, as the church, with an institutional public
presence in our communities. Specifically, the church is a
knowledge institution. Read and think more in this area by
consulting Hugh Heclo’s On Thinking Institutionally (Paradigm
publishers, 2008). See David Brook’s interaction with Heclo in
a 2009 column (http://nyti.ms/ddqLzl). See also, William
Cavanaugh’s Being Consumed: Economics and Christian Desire
(Eerdmans, 2008)

 On Global Christianity
o Study how the non-Western church is developing and helping

to form what it means to have communities of knowledge and
love. Read Philip Jenkins’ The Next Christendom: The Coming of
Global Christianity (Oxford, 2007), The New Faces of
Christianity: Believing the Bible in the Global South (Oxford,
2008). Cross-reference with Robert Wuthnow’s Boundless
Faith: The Global Outreach of American Churches (University of
California Press, 2009) and Mark Noll, The New Shape of World
Christianity: How American Experience Reflects Global Faith
(IVP Academic, 2009).

http://nyti.ms/ddqLzl
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Advanced 
 To track with ongoing scholarly discussions in Christian spiritual

formation, spirituality, and spiritual theology work, read the Journal of
Formation and Soul Care (http://bit.ly/9k27Su), which will feature a
theme issue (Fall 2010) on Dallas Willard’s work on spiritual
formation. Reading the Journal of Psychology & Theology would also be
a useful compliment (https://wisdom.biola.edu/jpt/)

 To follow scholarly work that intersects with theology, philosophy,
and apologetics, read the journal Philosophia Christi
(www.epsociety.org/philchristi)

 To get a feel for broader, Christian interdisciplinary work, read the
Christian Scholar’s Review (http://www.csreview.org/).

 To think deeply and winsomely about culture, read The Hedgehog
Review: Critical Reflections on Contemporary Culture
(http://bit.ly/d8COU1).

http://bit.ly/9k27Su
https://wisdom.biola.edu/jpt/
http://www.epsociety.org/philchristi
http://www.csreview.org/
http://bit.ly/d8COU1
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Epilogue: General Recommendations 
Become a life-long learner by regularly (perhaps weekly) taking time to read, think, 
and reflect upon your reading and thinking, and faithfully serve others in love with 
what you come to know to be true about reality. 

1. Grow in understanding of how to offer reasons and evidences for the
truthfulness of Christian knowledge.

a. Read widely in areas that intersect with theology, philosophy,
Christian apologetics, worldview and cultural studies, spiritual
formation, and pastoral care (see recommendations made throughout
the study guide).

b. Earn a Certificate in Christian Apologetics from Biola University. This
is especially useful if you don’t need a degree but just want some
formal, high quality training in apologetics from a reputable
institution and program (http://bit.ly/9wyiE5). Or, if you have your
Bachelors degree, consider their stellar 36 unit Masters in Christian
Apologetics (http://bit.ly/bF2aHS).

2. Become a culturally-discerning disciple of Jesus. Read and listen widely in
this area. There are two important resources to guide this endeavor on an
on-going basis:

a. Mars Hill Audio: Ken Myers’ quarterly, ninety-minute audio journal
provides high quality discernment of contemporary culture and
institutes on a bi-monthly basis. Subscribe today:
http://www.marshillaudio.org

b. Books & Culture: A Christian Review: John Wilson’s editorial direction
of B&C helpfully resources people with understanding and attention
about the culture by virtue of their bi-monthly critical reviews.
Subscribe: www.booksandculture.com

3. For self-identified “intermediate” and “advanced” readers, consider
becoming a member of a Christian academic society or subscribe to an
academic publication and extend the learning and networking in that way:

a. Evangelical Theological Society: www.etsjets.org
b. Evangelical Philosophical Society: www.epsociety.org
c. Subscribe to the Journal of Spiritual Formation and Soul Care

(http://bit.ly/9k27Su).

http://bit.ly/9wyiE5
http://bit.ly/bF2aHS
http://www.marshillaudio.org/
http://www.booksandculture.com/
http://www.etsjets.org/
http://www.epsociety.org/
http://bit.ly/9k27Su
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